
 
 

 

 

 

 

Merton Memories: 

Captured on Camera. 
 

 

Historic images featuring the lives of Merton women  

from 1869 to the present day. 



 

 

 

 Mary Rayne, pictured c.1867. 

 Mary was the wife of Edward Rayne, a gentleman   

 farmer with extensive land in the West Barnes area. 

 The couple lived a comfortable life with their three   

 sons and daughter, until Edward’s sudden death in  

 1847. 

  

 Mary continued to manage West Barnes Farm and   

 their other holdings for several years until crippling  

 arthritis led her to pass responsibility to her son,  

 Middleton. In 1867 changing family circumstances  

 forced the family to sell their estate to Richard Garth,  

 Lord of the manor of Morden. He later developed the  

 land, creating the area now known as  

 Raynes Park. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mrs. Lossy, flower seller, Mitcham, c.1890 

 During the 19th century, Mitcham was famous for   

 growing flowers and herbs for use in perfume and 

 medicines. There were also several large market  

 gardens growing flowers and pot plants for the  

 London markets. 

 

 Mrs. Lossy sold flowers around the local streets to  

 support herself and her son Billy, who had been  

 crippled after being struck by lightning as a child. 



Milking by hand at Morden Hall Dairy Farm, c.1900. 

Property developer, John Innes, converted the farm to dairy production during the 1890s. It was run for over 30 

years by the family of Oscar White. A number of women were employed as dairy maids, milking the cows and 

helping to produce goods for the family’s dairy outlets in Wimbledon and Merton. This was time-consuming and  

laborious work, requiring lengthy hand-churning to turn milk into cream, butter and curds for cheesemaking. 



A Girls’ class at All Saints School, Wimbledon, c.1910. 

During this period relatively few girls went on to higher education and most were expected to focus on  

becoming wives, mothers and managing the home, rather than having a career. At junior level, their schooling 

covered lessons in cookery and childcare, as well as topics such as English, mathematics, art and music.  

Much of their learning was done through repetition and copying lessons written out on a blackboard - they 

were taught by female teachers in single sex classes. Most girls left school between the ages of 12 and 14. 

Life was no easier for female teachers - they had to abandon their career if they wished to marry. 



Suffragette Rose Lamartine Yates giving a speech on Wimbledon Common, c.1910. 

Organising Secretary of the Wimbledon Women’s Social and Political Union, Rose spent many years   

campaigning for votes for women. A month long jail term in Holloway Prison ( following a clash between 

campaigners and the police) only made her more determined.  She braved hostile crowds to give speeches 

and attended deputations throughout the country, as well as raising funds for the suffrage campaign,  

lobbying MPs and supporting suffragette hunger-strikers.   



 

Suffragettes Edith Begbie ( left) and Gertrude Wilkinson ( pictured in a hammock ) at Dorset Hall. 

Edith lived at 107 Ridgway, Wimbledon. A militant suffragette she was jailed and went on hunger-strike  

several times in the name of votes for women. She also endured force-feeding at the hands of the prison  

authorities - a horrendous process which damaged the health of many suffrage prisoners. Edith and her  

fellow Wimbledon suffragettes are seen recuperating at the Merton Park home of Rose Lamartine Yates,  

following their release from Holloway Jail. 



Nurses pictured with convalescent troops at the Morden Hall Military Hospital, World War One. 

Women played a vital part in the British war effort, from making munitions and working on farms, to driving  

ambulances, running wartime charities and supporting the domestic economy. Local women from all social 

classes trained as Voluntary Aid Detachment nurses, caring for wounded servicemen. A number of Merton 

women also served as doctors and medical orderlies at the Scottish Women’s Hospitals - treating French and 

Serbian troops near the front line. ( The British War Office had already rejected their offer of help, on the 

grounds of gender. ) 



A women worker ( far right ) at the Salvage Depot, Garth Road, Morden, World War II. 

Women were key to the war effort, producing armaments, keeping factories running, taking on transport, 

medical and charitable roles, as well as joining the Civil Defence and female branches of the armed forces. 

The staff, shown here, were sorting salvaged paper for recycling - this was needed for packing munitions and 

other wartime essentials, in addition to the production of books and newspapers. 



Nurses pictured in the canteen at Nelson Hospital, Merton Park, 1944. 

Opened in 1912, the hospital provided regular medical care for the civilian population, as well as treating 

wounded combatants during both World Wars. Medical staff faced even greater challenges during the 

1940s when frequent air raids caused multiple casualties with complex injuries. Nursing staff often worked 

long shifts in challenging circumstances, not least in September 1940 when a German bomber crashed not 

far from the hospital. 



A performance of “Aladdin” staged by the St. Helier Friendly Society in 1954. 

Built during the late 1920s and early 1930s, the St. Helier Estate developed a strong community spirit. A wide 

range of clubs and societies were formed locally, offering chances to develop hobbies, learn new skills and 

form new friendships. The ladies of the Friendly Society staged this Easter pantomime to entertain local  

people. Shows of this kind were also used to raise funds for good causes.  



The St. Helier Girls Choir, pictured during a rehearsal in 1954. 

The 31 members of the choir were recruited from schools and youth clubs on the St. Helier Estate over a two 

month period, The choir was conducted by businessman and youth leader, Stanley Baker. The girls performed   

at fetes, schools and community events. Highly regarded for their musicality and professionalism, they even 

performed at a concert which was broadcast by the BBC. 



A scientist pictured in the laboratory at Carter’s Tested Seeds, Raynes Park, c.1960. 

Carters established a 19 acre site in West Barnes Lane, Raynes Park in 1910. The firm was world famous for 

horticultural excellence, developing new varieties of fruit, vegetables and flowers. Carter’s also cultivated grass 

for famous sports venues, including the All England Lawn Tennis Club and Lord’s Cricket ground.  

Female scientists and technicians assisted this pioneering development work during the 1950s and early 1960s. 



80 year old Margaret Penfold gathering a final harvest of cress at the Mizen’s nursery, 1960. 

The Mizen family founded their successful Elm Nursery and market gardening business in the Eastfields  

area of Mitcham during the late 19th century. It supplied watercress and pot plants to the London markets for 

nearly a century and the Mizen family employed and built homes for many local people. Margaret Penfold 

worked for the firm from 1914 to its closure in the 1960s.  



Customers at the newly opened branch of Tesco’s, London Road, Mitcham, 1970. 

By the 1970s women were going out to work in far greater numbers. Their domestic life was also changing - 

the rise of post-war supermarkets, convenience foods and improved preservation techniques meant they no 

longer had to shop on a daily basis. Mass production of goods such as freezers, washing machines, vacuum

–cleaners and ovens also reduced the amount of time spent cooking and cleaning - however women were 

and continue to do the majority of this work. 



Former Wimbledon tennis champion, Virginia Wade, carrying the Olympic torch through Merton, 2004. 

Born in South Africa, Virginia returned to England at the age of 15 and was educated at Wimbledon County 

School for Girls. Her professional tennis career started in 1968 and over the following 26 years she won 55 

singles championships around the word, including the U.S and Australian Open titles. She famously won the  

Wimbledon Ladies Singles championship in 1977 and received the trophy from Her Majesty the Queen.   



Staff and pupils at Ricards Lodge School, Wimbledon, c.1997. 

Contrast this with the image of All Saints School ( 1910. ) Educational and employment opportunities for  

women have changed dramatically, since the 1970s and the passage of the first Equal Pay Act. UK girls now 

have access to the full curriculum and are 33% more likely to attend university than male students.  

Women still make up less than 25% of UK senior management boards and continue to face challenges in 

fields such as science and engineering - however with hard work and determination they continue to break 

down barriers and create new career paths. 



 

 

 

 

 A shopkeeper at a newsagents and sweetshop,   

 Wimbledon Hill Road. 

 Since the 19th century women have played an  

 important role in Merton’s retail industry.  

 Early shopkeepers ran small beer shops, sold   

 home-made sweets and provided laundry services.   

 Since Victorian times they have sold everything  

 from baked goods and clothing, to household tools  

 and assorted foods. In the days where job  

 opportunities for women were limited, retail work  

 was considered to be one of the more   

 “respectable” professions. 



 

  

 

 

 Siobhain McDonagh, M P for Mitcham and   

 Morden, pictured in the 1990s. 

 During the 1980s Siobhain spent many years  

 working for the Department of Housing and  

 Social Services, dealing with housing benefits  

 and advice.  

  A Colliers Wood councillor between 1982 and    

 1998, she was instrumental in arranging the  

 redevelopment of the Phipps Bridge Estate.  

 Elected to Parliament in 1997, she has  

 represented the Mitcham & Morden constituency 

 ever since and had a strong reputation for  

 addressing local issues. 


